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THE INDIVIDUAL AS AN ACTOR IN MODERN THEORIES OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
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e-mail: uhryn@point.lviv.ua

The problem of the individual as an actor in the international politics 
in the context of the Realist and Liberal (Idealist) paradigms in 
international relations was analyzed. The study revealed that in Realistic 
(state-centered) interpretation of international relations the individual 
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influence was determined and undirected by his/her status and role 
characteristics and the position in the state governmental system. In the 
framework of the Liberal (transnational) paradigm the role of individuals 
in the international politics was analyzed from the point of view about 
their accessory to the human race. The main attention in the Liberal 
paradigm was paid to the social and personal determinants of the 
individual participation in the international relations and events. The 
preconditions of the increasing of an individual influence on the 
international environment in the globalized world were highlighted. 

Key words: an individual, state-centered, the transnationalism, 
globalization, human rights, an identity. 
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