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TO METHODOLOGY OF THE “INTELLIGENTSIA” AND ITS ROLE IN 
THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL PROCESSES 

Antonina Sirotova 
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Volodymyrs'ka  st., 64, Kyiv, 01601, Ukraine 

e-mail: sirotova@ukr.net 

The article was dedicated to methodological aspects of the research of the 
“intelligentsia”. The author offered tree main explanations of this term (regarding to 
the functions of intelligentsia in society (“sociological”approach), making an accent 
on the historical value of this social layer (“historical” approach) and appealing to the 
individual features of people who has been a part of the intelligentsia (“philosophical-
psychological” approach)) and by synthesis of three of them made an attempt to 
provide the new meaning to “intelligentsia”. It was marked the different quantitative 
and high-quality differences of groups of intelligentsia in one period. Therefore there 
was an absence of the mutual understanding between the different groups of 
intelligentsia which acquires irreconcilable forms during creation of political parties 
in historical terms. Attention was also paid to the actuality of the research of this issue 
for the development of the states (national) idea, which is so important for Ukraine. 

Key  words: an intelligentsia, a national idea, an intellectual elite, the 
spirituality. 
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