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MANIPULATION AS A PHENOMENON:  
MAN IN DANGER OF NUMEROUS INFLUENCES 

Svitlana Loznytsia 
H. Skovoroda Institute of Philosophy of the National Academy of Science of 

Ukraine,  
4, Triokhsviatytel’ska street, 01001, Kyiv, Ukraine  

e-mail: svitlana.loznytsia@gmail.com 
The article examines the idea of manipulation of consciousness in its 

historical development through the study of phenomenon of manipulation, which 
basically is a domination of one person over another through indirect methods of 
influence. In particular it emphasizes the negative impact of the rationalistic 
guidelines of Enlightenment, distinguishing feature of which was treatment of a man 
as an object that led to alienation of the individual. Conditions of the emergence and 
spreading of mass consciousness that resulted in the dominance of totalitarian 
movements are revealed. The article draws attention to the possibility of 
manipulation of consciousness in democratic societies through imitation of the 
desirability of certain ideas. Independence of thought becomes a shield against any 
manipulative attempts. 

Key words: manipulation of consciousness, stratagem, mass 
consciousness, totalitarianism.
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