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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY OF EVOLUTION AND FUNCTIONING 
PARTY SYSTEMS IN A SOCIETY, WHICH TRANSFORMED  

Yuri Ostapets 
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The article outlined the methodology of the research of political parties and 
party systems in the conditions of social transformations (transit to democracy). The 
author pointed that main factors influencing the party systems’ formation are 
following: the logic of the transformation process; the choice of the government 
form; the electoral system; the social and political cleavages. The author analysed 
the impact of those factors on the party systems’ formation. The list of numerical 
indicators to analyze the functioning and development of party systems was 
described.    

Key words: a party system, indicators of political systems, the evolution of 
party system; a transformation period; an institutionalization of party systems. 
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