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This article provides a careful analysis of all the major actions, taken in the field of combating
drug abuse in the Republic of Azerbaijan since its indepence. The foundations of Azerbaijan’s construc-
tive and sustainable policy against drug abuse were established by the National Leader of the Azerbai-
jani people Heydar Aliyev, who formulated the policy after the destructive Nagorno-Karabakh war in a
severe humanitarian, social, economic and political context. The establishment of the State Commission
on Combatting Drug Abuse and Illicit Drug Trafficking in 1996 and the adoption of national law on
the “Control of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Precursors” in 1999
are among the most visible steps, taken during the presidency of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev to
combat drug abuse through sustainably constructed policies. A throughout information on the different
objectives of the SCAD Programme is provided in the article. After conducting a careful review on the
systematic actions, like adoption of new national law, regulating all aspects of drug-trafficking, and state
programs on combating drug-abuse, taken since the beginning of the presidency of Ilham Aliyev, the
valuable statistical information is provided about the growing number of drug-addicted people, willing
to receive treatment.
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Fighting with narcotic drugs, illicit drug trafficking, and the consequences of drug abuse
are among the major challenges that the international community has been dealing with for the
decades. Despite the adoption of various international legal documents and existence of national
tools across the countries to adress the afore-mentioned challenges, the problems related to the
drug abuse remain actual

The United Nations with its three fundamental conventions, which are the Single Conven-
tion on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 (amended by the 1972 Protocol), the Convention on Psychotropic
Substances of 1971 and the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances of 1988, and with the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND), established in
1946 under the auspices of Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to assist the latter in super-
vising the application of the afore-mentioned international drug control treaties, is the principal
international organization, responsible for the coordination of global fight against drug abuse and
support to national governments in the implementation of national and regional projects in their
fights with related problems [1].

One of the most crucial factors that highlights the importance of taking decisive actions
in combating drug abuse is that people, who use drugs are extremely vulnerable to transmissi-
ble diseaseas such as HIV, tuberculosis, hepatitis and other health issues related to the drug use
[2, p. 4]. This situation, in its turn, creates significant obstacles to the achievement of Sustainable
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Development Goal 3, which aims to ensure good health and well-being for all at all ages. Thus,
taking inclusive actions against drug abuse will also facilitate the process of the realization of
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

After regaining its independence in 1991, the Republic of Azerbaijan went through a chal-
lenging period of state-building, which was characterized with severe humanitarian, social, eco-
nomic and political problems [3, p. 240]. The foundations of Azerbaijan’s sustainable develop-
ment were instituted after the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people Heydar Aliyev had been
elected as the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan as a result of nationwide voting. Driven by
enormous experience in policy-making, President Heydar Aliyev constructed a policy that would
ensure sustainable development in all the vital spheres for the country, including combating drug
abuse and other drug related problems.

Within a short period, Azerbaijan joined the above-mentioned three UN Conventions
and signed bilateral and multilateral agreements with a number of countries on conducting fight
against drugs and drug-related problems [4]. Azerbaijan’s fight against drugs has been particular-
ly challenged by its crucial geographic location as a transit country at the crossroads of Europe
and Asia. According to the researches, Azerbaijan is exposed to the following transnational drug
trafficking routes, which take their origins from Afghanistan [5]:

» Afghanistan — Iran — Azerbaijan — Europe

» Afghanistan — Central Asia — Caspian Sea - Azerbaijan — Europe

Moreover, as a result of the Nagorno-Karabakh war, which led to the occupation of
20 percent of Azerbaijani territory by Armenian aggressors, state border of 132 kilometers with
Iran is uncontrolled where flood of drugs from European and other regional countries is very high
[6, p. 10]. Furthermore, the high rates of drug production by Armenians in the occupied Azerbai-
jani territories and consequent large amount of revenues, received from the sales of those drugs,
go to financing of Armenian terrorist groups, which represents a significant threat to the security
of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In the face of national and transnational obstacles, President Heydar Aliyev with its Decree
dated on August 26, 1996 created the State Commission on Combatting Drug Abuse and Illicit
Drug Trafficking, responsible for the implementation of national programs on combating drug
abuse and illicit drug trafficking and for the coordination of interagency cooperation in this fight
[7, p. 55]. In 2001, Azerbaijan acceded to the Pompidou Group of the Council of Europe, aiming
to contribute to the development of multidisciplinary, innovative, effective and evidence-based
drug policies in its Member States [8].

Despite the considerable steps in combating drug abuse in Azerbaijan, such as the
adoption of national law on the “Control of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotrop-
ic Substances and Precursors” in 1999, establishment of the above-mentioned State Com-
mission, and other similar steps, taken under the leadership of the National Leader Heydar
Aliyev during the first decade of Azerbaijan’s independence, there was still a need for the
application of comprehensive approach, including bringing international experience, to com-
bating drug abuse and illicit drug trafficking in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan
[9]. An obvious evidence of Azerbaijan’s commitment to enhancing global partnership and
bringing international experience to advance Azerbaijan’s sustainable development and its
capacity to address various national development challenges is the signing by President Hey-
dar Aliyev the UN Millennium Declaration and consequent commitment to the realization of
eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) [10].

In the light of all the above-mentioned challenges and developments, the United Na-
tions Development Program (UNDP), which was the first and leading UN agency, assisting
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the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan since the first days of its independence in dealing
with the challenges of state-building, launched a new regional project called Southern Caucasus
Anti-Drug (SCAD) Programme in three states of the South Caucasus.

This was a comprehensive project, financed by the UNDP and EU to achieve the following
aims: to improve the national legislative frameworks, governing legal issues in anti-drug actions
in the territories of the Southern Caucasian States; to establish inter-state database for regular
exchange of information on the developments in combating drugs abuse and illicit drug trafficing;
to conduct systematic anti-drug awareness campaigns, especially among the vulnerable groups of
population, like young people and school kids; to assist Southern Caucasian states in constructing
vital infrastuructural basis, required for the fight against drug abuse and illicit drug-trafficking,
especially providing relevant national agencies with modern equipments and vehicles; to support
the Penitentiary Service of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan in developing a
mechanism for providing treatment and rehabilitation to people, suffering from drug-abuse; and
fostering a regional and global partnership in the fight against drug abuse and other drug-relat-
ed problems. As a result of the international experience, brought to Azerbaijani state agencies
through the SCAD Programme, the institutional capacity of many state agencies has been signif-
icantly strengthened, which contributes to the sustainable development of the country.

Furthermore, within the framework of the SCAD Programme, the National Drug Pre-
vention Office (Public Union) was established with a primary goal to implement anti-drug
awareness raising activities in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan [11, p. 48]. Since
2012, the National Drug Prevention Office is a full member of Civil Society Network of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as well as of Vienna International
Center for NGOs on Drugs, linking NGOs functioning in the field of drugs all around the
world with the UNODC [12, p. 51].

Since the first days of his presidency, President Ilham Aliyev has been continuing the
implementation of policies to ensure sustainable development of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
launched by the National Leader Heydar Aliyev, and maintaining a strong emphasis on organized
and inclusive fight against drug abuse and illicit drug trafficking. Considering constantly chang-
ing environment and demands in the fight against drugs, there was a need in the improvement of
national legislation, governing legal issues in anti-drug actions.

Therefore, on June 28, 2005 a new national law on “Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psy-
chotropic Substances and Their Precursors” was adopted. This new law is different from the one
adopted in 1999 by a number of indicators, particularly by regulating not only issues, concerning
illicit drug trafficking, but generally all social aspects, related to trafficking of narcotics drugs,
psychotropic substances and their precursors [12, p. 54]. In order to meet changing demands and
increase the effectiveness of anti-drug actions, this law is amended on a regular basis. Further-
more, so as to ensure the integration of drug addicted individuals to the society and prevent their
marginalization, which is an integral component for inclusive and sustainable development, the
Government of the Azerbaijani Republic has created all the necessary conditions for their treat-
ment [12, p. 61].

Based on the law on Narcological Service and Control, signed by President [lham Aliyev
on October 29, 2014, the Government provides narcological service to every person, suffering
from drug addiction. According to the data, provided by the State Commission on Combatting
Drug Abuse and Illicit Drug Trafficking in their annual report on drug control for 2016, the
number of drug-addicted people, wishing to receive treatment grows year by year, which clearly
demonstrates the significance of opportunities, granted by the Government of the Azerbaijani
Republic (Figure 1).
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Information on the persons who have been registered
at the Republican Narcological Center during 2007-2016
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Fig. 1. Information on the persons, who have been registered at the Republican
Narcological Center during 2007-2016. Source: The State Commission on Combatting
Drug Abuse and Illicit Drug Trafficking [13, p. 32].

It is also worthy to mention that strategic directions of Azerbaijan’s fight against drug
abuse and illicit drug trafficking are outlined in the National Program on “Control of Trafficking
in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Their Precursors and Prevention of Drug Addic-
tion”, with the current one for 2013—2018 years, confirmed with the Decree 2966 of the President
Ilham Aliyev, dated on 24 June, 2013 [13, p. 9]. One of most beneficial features of this strategy
is the participation of various state agencies in it, such as Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Youth
and Sports, Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population and many others, with their
own resources that ensures the comprehensiveness and sustainability of this fight.

As a result of systematic and successful policies to combat drug-abuse and other drug
related problems in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, which were initiated by the Na-
tional Leader of the Azerbaijani people Heydar Aliyev and successfully continued by his true
successor President Ilham Aliyev as a part of general vision to ensure sustainable development
of Azerbaijan, a lot of achievements and significant progress have been accomplished. All in all,
the fight against drugs and their illicit trafficking in the territory of Azerbaijan is regulated within
the framework, consisting of 29 Laws, 13 Decrees of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
40 Orders, 22 Decisions of the Cabinet of the Ministers, 5 Orders and Decisions of the Supreme
Court, and other acts of various state agencies [13, p. 10].
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BCEBIYHI PE®@OPMHU B BOPOTHEBI 3 HAPKOMAHI€1O SIK 3ACIB
3ABE3NEYEHHS CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY A3EPBAMI’KAHCHKOI PECIIYBJIIKH

Mesaip Edennien

Axademis [lepocasnoeo Ynpaeninns
npu [pesudenmosi Azepbaiiodrcancovroi Pecnyoniku

V 1iif cTaTTi MICTUTBCS aHAaJi3 BCiX OCHOBHHX 3aXO0[liB, BKUTHX B 00JIACTI OOPOTHOM 31 37IOBKUBAH-
HSIM HapKOTHKaMu B A3zepOaiimkaHchkill PecmryOmini 3 MoMeHTy ii HezanesxHOCTi. OCHOBH KOHCTPYKTUBHOL
1 cTiliKo1 momiTHKY A3epbaiipkany B 00poTh0i 31 37I0BKMBAHHSIM HApKOTUKaMH OyJIM BCTAHOBJICHI 3aTralbHO-
HallioHaJBHUM JijiepoM [elinapom AjieBuM, sIKHH COpPMYITIOBAB MOITUKY Ticis pyHHiBHOI HaripHo-Ka-
pabaxchKoi BIHHH B CKJIQIHUX I'yMaHITAPHUX, COIIAIbHO-EKOHOMIUHUX 1 OMITHYHUX yMOBaxX. CTBOpEHHS
B 1999 p. Iepxasnoi Kowmicii mo 60poTs0i 3 HapKOMaHI€I0 1 HE3aKOHHUM 00IroM HapKOTHYHHX 3acO0iB i
OpUHHATTS B 1999 p. HaioHAIBHOTO 3aKOHY IIPO  KOHTPOJIb 32 HE3aKOHHUM 00iroM HapKOTHYHHUX 3aco0iB,
TICUXOTPOITHUX PEYOBHH Ta IX MPEKypCOPIB € HAHOLIBII TOMITHIMY 3aX0aMH, BXXUTHMH B IIPOIIeci 60poTh-
0w 31 3TOBXKUBAHHSIM HapKOTHKaMU 3a JOTIOMOTOIO CTiHKO 1MOOY0BaHOT MOMITHKY B IIEPiOf MPE3HICHTCTBA
3araJlbHOHAIIOHATBHOTO Jifiepa [eiiapa AmieBa. Y cTarTi mpencTaBiIeHi JOKIA IHI BIIOMOCTI PO Pi3HI i
IIporpamu SCAD. Ilicnst mpoBeeHHS PETENFHOTO aHaTi3y CUCTEMATHYHUX Ail, SIK-OT IPHHHSATTS HOBOTO
HaIliOHAJILHOTO 3aKOHO/IABCTBA, 1[0 PETYNIOE BCi aCHEKTH TOPTiBIIi HAPKOTHKAMH, 1 JepiKaBHUX IIPOTPaM
60poTHEOH 3 HApKOMaHi€I0, IPUHHATHX 13 TOYaTKy Npe3ueHTCTBa [inbxama AstieBa, OTprMaHa IiHHA CTaTHC-
THYHA iH(OPMALis PO 3POCTAHHS KYIbKOCTI HAPKO3AIEKHHX JIOCH, sIKi 6a)Kal0Th OTPUMATH JIIKYBaHHSL.

Kntouoei crosa: cranuii po3BUTOK, 37I0OBKUBAHHS HAPKOTHKAMH, HE3aKOHHHUIT 001r HAPKOTHIHUX 3a-
co6iB, Oprawnizarmist O6’exnannx Hamiif, [lepxasna Kowmicis Azepbaiimpkancsroi PecmyOmiku mo 60poTs6i
3 HApKOMaHI€IO 1 He3aKOHHUM 00irom HapkotHuHHX 3aco0iB, [IPOOH, Konsenmii OOH, Iporpama SCAD,
IHCTUTYILiiTHE OyIIBHHUIITBO.



